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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Portishead. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  this  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Condition  of  the  District  through  the  year.  The  information  therein  is, 
so  far  as  possible,  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  as  laid  down,  together  with  other  material  I  feel  worthy  of 
record  and  comment. 


POPULATION. 

As  assessed,  by  the  Registrar  General  for  mid  1962:-  6,730 


Rateable  Value  (31.12.62) 
Product  of  Penny  Rate 

AREA.  1,119  acres. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(a)  Live  3irths. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


£2li9,930 
£1, 003 

Number  of  permanent  dwellings  2051 


Male 

Female 

Total 

79 

70 

1U9 

1 

5 

6 

80 

75 

155 

(b)  Live  Dirth  Rate  (Corrected  for  age  distribution  of  population). 

23.03  per  1,000  population 
23. 7U  England  and  Wales 

Of  the  155  births,  62  occurred  in  the  District  -  U0$. 

(c)  Still  Births.  Nil  male  and  3  female 

Total  3  -  all  legitimate. 

The  still-birth  rate  is  19.0  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births, 

-  1  - 


VITAL  STATISTICS  (Contd) 
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(d)  Infant  Deaths 


Age* 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Under  1  week 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1  to  U  weeks 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1  to  12  months 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(e)  Morta  .lity  Hates  (*) 


Infant  Morta  lity  Rate  per  1, 

ii  ti  ii  it 

it  ii  it  ii 


000  live  births 
11  legitimate  births 
"  illegitimate  births 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Neo -natal  Mortality  Rate  (first  h  weeks) 
per  1,000  related  live  births  Nil 


Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (first  week) 
per  1,000  related  live  births  Nil 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  during 
first  week)  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  19.0 


Percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births  3.9 

Maternal  Deaths  (excluding  abortion)  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (including  abortions)  Nil 

(*)  These  figures  are  of  little  significance,  owing  to  the  small 
numbers  involved;  one  case,  either  way,  producing  a  distorted 
result. 


(f)  Deaths  (all  ages) 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  69 

Death  Rate  (corrected)  9.7  per  1,000 

That  for  England  and  Wales  for  1962  was  9.32 


Deaths  -  Causes  -  (Registrar  General’s 

Figures) . 
Male. 

Female, 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cancer,  Stomach 

Nil 

1 

1 

”  Lungs  and  Bronchus 

2 

Nil 

2 

”  Breast 

Nil 

1 

1 

"  Uterus 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

”  Other 

3 

1 

h 

Vascular  Disease  Nervous  System  (Strokes)  7 

9 

12 

Coronary  Heart  Disease 

9 

7 

16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

h 

Nil 

k 

Other  Heart  disease 

1 

3 

h 

Other  Circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

h 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Respiratory  disease 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Prostate  Hyperplasia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Influenza 

Nil 

3 

3 

Congenital  Beformities 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  and  ill-defined  disease 

Nil 

2 

2 

Motor  Accidents 

1 

Nil 

1 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

39 

30 

69 

2 
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Age  Distribution. 

Male 

Female 

Total. 

Under  1  year 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1  and  under  5 

1 

Nil 

1 

5  and  under  15 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

l£  and  under  U5 

2 

1 

3 

U5  and  under  65 

9 

5 

lh 

65  and  under  75 

7 

8 

15 

75  and  over 

17 

15 

32 

Totals  . . . 

36 

29 

65 

The  average  age  of  the  last  group 

82 

85 

The  number  of  people  who  died  over  the 
of  the  total  deaths. 

age  of  75 

accounted 

for  50$ 

U.  NOTIFIABLE  DIS  ]ASE. 


The  folloxving  numbers  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  reported 
during  the  year:- 


Disease. 

Total 

Received. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital, 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  -  Sonne 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

5 

2 

Nil 

5.  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Nil  Male  5  Female  All  Respiratory 

One  new  case 
Mass  Radiography^ 

There  were  no  visits  to  the  area  by  the  Unit  in  accordance  with  their 
policy  of  visiting  each  district  alternate  years. 

6.  IMMUNISATION. 

Ihe  following  figures  are  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  work  is  carried  by  the  general  practitioners  and  at  school  or  welfare  clinics. 


1962 

1961  i960 

Date 

1959 

of  Birth 

1958 

1953-1957 

19b 8 -195 2 

Total 

Tetanus 

28 

56  8 

8 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

108 

Reinforcing 

1 

Injections. 

I  Nil 

Nil 

60 

Nil 

Nil 

62 

Diphtheria 

28 

28  k 

6 

Nil 

11 

Nil 

77 

Reinforcing 

Hil 

Injections. 

1  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

72 

Nil 

73 

cfhooping  Cough. 

“26  56  7 

8 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

101 

Small  Pox. 

Under  1 

90 

1  2~b 

U8  121 

5-iU 

529 

Over  15  Total. 
798  1586 

3 
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Poliomyelitis, 

1962.  1+3-61 


33-1+2  Over  1+0  Priority. 


Total 


12  116  21 


31+ 


183 


Reinforcing. 
All  ages 


39p 


7 .  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  MEDICAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Laboratory  facilities  for  bacteriological  purposes  are  provided  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton,  and  at  Canynge 
Hall,  Whatley  Road,  Bristol,  and  for  analytical  purposes  at  the  County 
Laboratory,  County  Hall,  Taunton.  Atmospheric  pollution  analyses  are 
carried  out  through  Dr.  G.  V.  James,  appointed  by  this  Council, 


The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Staff  are  responsible  for  the 
active  operation  of  the  Health  Services  under  the  National  Health  Service  Acts, 
19l+6~£2.  They  include 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 

Home  Helps, 

Mental  Health, 

Venereal  Disease, 

School  Medical  Service, 

Ambulance  Service, 

The  Area  Home  Help  Organiser  is:- 


The  District  Nurses  are : - 


The  School  Medical  Officer  is : - 


Meals  on  wheels  Area  Organiser 


Mobile  Physiotherapy  Service: - 


Tuberculosis, 

Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visitors, 
Welfare  Needs, 

Public  Health  Laboratories, 
Immunisation. 


Miss.  K.  Jenkins, 

National  Provincial  Bank  Ltd,, 
Clevedon, 

The  Misses  E.I.  Merchant, 

A.  Win tie  and  D.  Robinson, 

1  &  3,  Dink  Road  South, 

Portish ead, 

Mr.  Wild,  Redbank,  ^oodhill 
Ave . ,  Portishead, 

Dr.  M.  J.  Cooke, 

Berwick  Lodge, 

19,  Victoria  Road, 

Clevedon. 

Mrs,  M.  Hutchinson, 

Newlands  Hill, 

Portish  ead. 

Miss.  H.  Wilkins, 

Esplanade  Road, 

Portishead, 


Immunisation, 


The  epidemic  of  Smalloox  in  various  counties,  particularly  in  the 
Cardiff  area,  reminded  us  of  the  serious  proportions  that  the  disease 
can  still  reach  in  so  short  a  time.  Thankfully  no  outbreak  occurred  in 
our  own  area,  and  the  public  response  to  vaccination  was  overwhelming. 

The  routine  active  immunisation  of  pre-school  age  children,  against 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis,  continues  most 
satisfactorily. 

Ambulance , 


An  ambulance  is  stationed  in  Portishead  and  works  in  conjunction  with 


k 
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Ambulance  (Contd) . 


the  Clevedon  centre*  It  is  manned  by  full-time  staff  and  receives 
valuable  voluntary  assistance  from  St*  John's. 

Number  of  Patients  carried  by  Ambulance  (Stretcher  cases)  ..  1923 


Number  of  Patients  conveyed  by  sitting  case  vehicle.  ..  Il9l 

Number  of  journeys  made  by  Ambulances  (Stretcher  cases)  ..  617 

Number  of  journeys  made  by  sitting  case  vehicle  . .  281 

Total  mileage  -  Ambulances  ..  ..  ..  ..23,296 

Total  Mileage  -  Sitting  Vehicles  ..  ..  .  ,10,99lt 


This  all-important,  although  expensive  service,  continues  to  bo  run 
from  Portishead  in  a  highly  efficient  manner.  The  County,  however,  are 
insistent  that  the  vehicles  shall  be  withdrawn  to  a  central  headquarters 
at  Nails ea,  and  that  the  voluntary  assistance  from  St.  John's  should 
gradually  cease  altogether.  I  still  consider  this  an  extremely  ill-advised 
step  leading  to  serious  consequences  in  an  area  of  rapid  population  and 
industrial  expansion. 

All  hospitals  are  under  the  control  of  the  South  Western  Hospital  Board 
and  infectious  diseases  are  admitted  to  Ham  Green  Hospital,  which  is  also  a 
Genera],  Hospital c 

Meals  on  Wheels ... 

Ttiis  bar.d  of  voluntary  helpers,  under  the  auspices  of  the  W.V.S., 
delivered  a  total  of  2 ,h96  meals  to  old  people  in  the  district.  They  have 
their  own  van,  and  twice  weekly,  in  all  winds  and  weathers,  provide  a  hot 
three  course  dinner.  Grateful  thanks  should  also  be  extended  to  Messrs. 
Albright  and  Wilson  for  their  continued  preparation  of  the  food,, 


8 .  OLD  FOLKS  ASSOCIATE  ON. 

This  active  organisation  receives  an  annual  grant  from  the  Council 
of  £l£) 


9.  MOBILE  PHYSIOTHERAPY  SERVICE. 


Miss.  Wilkins,  a  fully  qualified  Physiotherapist,  is  in  the  area  once  a 
week  and  her  patients  range  from  1  to  over  70  years  of  age.  Her  contacts 
still  suffer  as  a  result  of  insufficient  publicity  concerning  her  Mobile 
Unit,  especially  the  fact  that  the  fees  vary  considerably,  always  very 
favourably  taking  into  account  the  individual's  finances.  She  paid  a  total 
of  293  visits,  and  her  main  treatments  consisted  of:- 


Massage 

172 

Electrical  .. 

22U 

Remedial  exercises 

199 

10.  HOME  HEALTH  SERVICES, 


The  increasing  demand  stretches  to  the  limit  the  resources  of  the 
'home  help's',  who  often  extend  their  activities  to  actual  cooking  of  meals 
besides  keeping  a  house  clean  and  tidy,  and  sometimes  keeping  an  eye  on 
small  children.  Priority  must  continue  for  domestic  confinements,  a  fact 
not  always  appreciated. 

fiie  District  Nurses,  besides  their  normal  manifold  duties,  are  official 
Health  Visitors,  following  up  di sch a rged  Hospital  patients,  supervising 
relaxation  classes  during  pregnancy,  and  careful  surveillance  in  the  early 
weeks  after  birth.  Further  care  and  advice  is  given  weekly  as  well  as 
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HOME  HEALTH  SERVICES  (Contd). 


occasional  lectures  on  home  nursing  and  health  education.  Outside  interest 
is  maintained  by  regular  visiting  of  those  recovering  from  tuberculosis 
and  the  blind,  whilst  an  excellent  liason  between  welfare  and  Mental 
Health  Officials  and  the  local  Practitioners  exists,  although  in  one 
instance  it  was  found  regretfully  necessary  to  implement  the  health 
regulations  to  ensure  one  particular  aged  and  infirm  person  received  the 
care  and  attention  considered  essential  with  modern  living  standards. 

Finally,  a  Chiropody  service  was  inaugurated,  whereby  especially  the 
aged  and  needy  can  obtain  the  hc3lp  of  the  local  Chiropodist  at  very  small 
cost. 


11.  RED  CROSS . 


The  Red  Cross  unfortunately  lost  the  services  of  its  extremely  able 
and  long  serving  leader  Mrs.  Wicks,  without  whose  help  the  Unit  would  have 
ceased  to  function  years  ago.  It  was  with  considerable  pleasure  and  pride 
that  she  was  awarded  the  B.E.M,  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen, 

The  First  Aid  room  carried  out  the  following 

1,087  cases  First  Aid  and  casualty  dressings. 

287  heat  treatments. 

1U3  foot  toilets. 

St.  John’ s  Ambulance  continues  to  train  young  people  in  all  aspects 
of  first-aid  and  nursing,  and  provides  an  efficient  and  reliable  service  at 
all  Public  gatherings  in  all  weathers. 

Voluntary  assistance  with  the  Ambulances  often  entails  turning  out  in 
the  early  hours,  a  fact  that  often  escapes  publicity  it  deserves.  I  regret 
the  County  considers  the  time  has  arisen  to  dispense  with  their  services,  so 
freely  and  wholeheartedly  given  for  so  long. 


12.  BLOOD  TRANSFUSION  SERVICE. 

285  persons  donated  blood,  a  welcome  increase  on  the  previous  year. 
Many  more  donors  would  be  appreciated,  and  anyone  who  has  ever  received  a 
transfusion  should  conscientiously  return  the  compliment  with  generous 
interest,  always  remembering  the  National  Health  Service  cannot  buy  this 
particular  commodity. 


13.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  is  available  as  piped  supply  to  all  houses  in  the  District  and  is 
supplied  by  Bristol  Waterworks  Company.  However,  the  Company  found  it 
necessary  to  supply  larger  quantities  from  Chelvey,  whose  water  is  of  great 
hardness.  The  Council  is  concerned,  with  the  hardness  of  this  water  which 
often  exceeds  substantially  the  upper  limit  of  temporary  hardness,  and  many 
heedless  requests  have  been  made  to  the  Waterworks  Company  to  limit  or 
cease  altogether  the  supply  from  Chelvey. 

One  often  wonders  if  the  periodic  gas tro -intestinal  attacks  are  not 
due  to  the  ourgative  action  of  the  carbonate  in  almost  medicinal  abundance. 

The  water  is  regularly  examined  bacteriologically  by  the  Company. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  examination  carried  out  at  the  County 
Laboratory  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Mss.  Joan  D.  Peden  B.Sc,,  All  results 
are  expressed  as  parts  per  million: - 
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March  1961. 


March  1962. 


Physical  Characters 

Clear  and  bri$at 

Clear  and.  bi 
Hazen  units 
than  5. 

Reaction 

Very  slightly  alkaline 

Very  slightly 

pH 

7.3 

7.2 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

6.0 

8.0 

Total  Solids 

375.0 

U15.0 

Total  Alkalinity  (as  CaCO^) 

260.0 

3U0.0 

Carbonate  Hardness  ”  " 

260.0 

3U0.O 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  " 

70.0 

20.0 

Total  Hardness 

330.0 

360.0 

Chloride  (as  Cl) 

23.0 

26.0 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (as  N) 

Nil 

0.002 

Albuminoid  "  " 

0.022 

0.012 

Nitrate  ”  " 

2.0 

U.o 

Nitrite  "  ” 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

Nil 

Nil 

in  U  hours  at  27°C 

0.15 

0.10 

Sediment 

None 

None 

Free  Chlorine 

0.1 

0.05 

Total  Chlorine 

0.1 

0.05 

Zinc 

2.0 

Nil 

Le  ad 

Nil 

Nil 

Iron 

Nil 

Nil 

Copper 

o.5 

O.II4O 

OBSERVATIONS .  This  is  a  very  hard 

water,  the  hardness 
being  almost  entirely 
temporary,  of  satis¬ 
factory  chemical 
purity.  It  can  be 
seen  that  this  water 
is  considerably  harder 
than  the  sample  from 
this  source  which  was 
submitted  last  year, 
but  there  has  been 
an  improvement 
regarding  chemical 
purity. 


Extensions  to  Supply. 

These  were  made  necessary  by  local  authority  or  private  development, 
and  extension  of  3  ins.  main  in  Wetlands  Lane  from  its  junction  with 
Underwood  Road,  to  the  junction  with  °t,  Mary’s  &oad,  necessitated  by 
the  development  of  fields  No.  385  and  U02  O.S. 

lh.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Except,  for  part  of.Nore  Road,  Wetlands  Lane  and  some  dwellings  at  Down 
Road  near  the  Long  Ashton  Rural  District  at  Redcliffe  Bay,  the  District  is 
fully  sewered.  Cesspits  and  septic  tanks  are  in  use  in  the  excluded  areas. 
Development  in  these  areas  has  made  the  provision  of  sewerage  a  priority. 
The  Housing  Estate  have  separate  foul  and  surface  water  systems,  whereas 
most  of  the  town  is  served  by  the  older  joint  system. 

Extensions,  New  Works  and  Improvements. 

Completed. 

Construction  of  6,  7  and  12  ins.  surface  water  sewers  serving  Wetlands 
Lane  £li,000. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  (Contd). 

Future  Proposals.  Approx»  Cost. 

£ 

(i)  Construction  of  surface  water  and  foul  water  sewer 
systems  to  serve  Nore  Park  and  Redcliffe  Bay  area 
with  outfalls  to  Channel  U5,000 

(ii)  New  pumped  rising  main  from  Bristol  Road  to  top  of 
Beach  Hill  with  ancillary  works  to  sewer  in  Welly 
Bottom  27,000 

(iii)  New  2h"  and  U2"  surface  water  sewers  from  Combe 

Avenue  to  rhine  across  Victoria  Equare  playing  field.  10,000 

Flooding  of  Sewers, 

The  Council’s  policy  of  more  regular  maintenance  to  the  sewerage  scheme 
has  been  maintained. 

One  man  is  employed  full  time  on  sewer  work,  involving  maintenance  to 
pumps,  keeping  of  pumping  records,  supervision  of  gully  emptying  and  grit  trap 
emptying  and  extra  labour  is  provided  under  his  direction  for  sewer  dragging; 
repairs  to  manholes  etc. 

The  road  gullies  are  now  emptied  regularly  three  times  a  year,  and  grit 
traps  on  the  sewers  as  required,  certain  traps  which  collect  fly  ash  being 
emptied  monthly,  others  quarterly. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  policy  is  continuing  to  pay  dividends,  as 
with  the  growth  of  the  town,  the  sewers  more  and  more  frequently  are  required 
to  operate  at  their  maximum  flow  efficiencies,  and  any  deposit  in  the  sewers 
substantially  reduces  their  efficiency. 

There  were  no  cases  of  flooding  on  a  large  scale  during  the  year; 
local  ponding  occurred  at  individual  gullies  usually  as  a  result  of  local 
blocking  of  the  gully  grid  with  leaves  during  the  autumi. 


15 .  PUBLIC  CLEANS ING . 


House  refuse  is  removed  by  direct  labour,  using  one  Shelvoke  &  Drewry 
Diesel  two-way  tipping  Refuse  Truck. 

Cesspool  emptying  is  done  by  private  arrangement  with  a  contractor. 


16. 


House  and  trade  refuse  ore  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  in  one 

tip. 


CAMPING  SITES,, 

Permanent 

Seasonal. 

(a) 

Number  of  licensed  individual  moveable 
dwellings . 

1 

Nil 

(b) 

Number  of  licensed  camping  sites 

1 

Nil 

(c) 

Maximum  number  of  caravans  allowed  per 
acre 

20 

Nil 

(d) 

Estimated  number  of  campers  resident 
during  the  year 

10 

17 •  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  31  PESTS . 

One  of  the  Housing  Manager’s  staff  has  had  the  necessary  training  and  is 
employed  part-time  on  these  duties  and  this  efficiently  deals  with  the 
problem  within  the  area  of  the  District  22  hours  per  week. 
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18. 


HOUSING. 


Action  taken  during  the  year: - 

Clearance  Areas,  Sects,  1*2,  1*8  &  17  (individual  unfits)  -  Nil, 
All  temporary  dwellings,  except  18  'prefabs'  h^ve  been  demolished. 


Number  of  houses  declared  unfit  under  Section  9  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957  (capable  of  repair). 


Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year. 

Number  of  houses  closed  as  a  result  of  informal  action. 


Number  of  unfit  houses  purchased  by  the  Council  and 
to  be  demolished. 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


3  (Friary  Lodge 
(Cornwallis  House 
(Clarendon  House 


Rent  Act  1957  (1st  Schedule). 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

(a)  Number  of  applications  received 

(b)  Number  of  certificates  issued 


Nil 

Nil 


H ouses  erected  during  the__^ear. 

By  Council 

By  Private  Enterprise 
Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  33-.  12. 62. 
By  Council 


By  Private  Enterprise 


12 

7l* 


111  (including  10 
old  people's 
bungalows . 

House  at  Flag¬ 
staff.  Flat 
above  Hairdresser 

28 


Gained  from  conversion  of  large  houses . 

By  Council  f  e  Hawthorns) 

By  Private  Enterprise  h 


Number  of  Post-war  Houses 

(l.l*.l*5  to  31. 

12.62). 

By  Council 

By  Private  Enterprise 

552 

1*73 

Total  Number  of  Permanent 

Dwellings. 

At  31.12.61. 

ildded. 

At  31.12,62. 

Owned  by  Council 

606 

'll* 

620 

Owned  by  Private 
individuals 

1353 

78 

11*31 

Totals 

1959 

92 

2051 

Old  People's  Dwellings, 

Number  erected  at  31.12.62  ••  1*0. 

In  course  of  erection  -  Nil 
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Number  of  Temporary  Housing  units  occupied, 

(i)  Prefabs  18 

(ii)  Huts  Nil 

Number  of  Houses  found  overcrowded#  6  (No  survey  was  undertaken). 


Houses  required 

(i)  To  replace  house  schedule  for  demolition 

including  prefabs.  21 

(ii)  To  abate  overcrowding.  6 

(iii)  For  other  purposes.  2k 

Total  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Total  number  as  urgent  bona  fide  cases 

Total  number  of  Council  houses  sold  during  the  year 

Applications  for  Old  People's  Dwellings, 


(l8  Prefabs. 
(Battery  Bungalow. 
(Cornwallis  House. 


135 

10 

Nil 

37 


Housing  Programme ,  1962. 

The  Council  continued  its  housing  plans  with  regard  to  old  people's 
bungalows . 


The  difficulties  in  the  re -housing  of  the  tenants  of  the  prefabricated 
bungalows  at  the  West  Hill  Estate  remains  in  view  of  the  re-siting  of  the 
main  access  road  through  the  estate  but  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Council 
to  rehouse  the  tenants  from  these  bungalows  in  existing  accommodation  as  and 
when  it  becomes  available,  the  site  of  the  bungalows  to  be  used  for  permanent 
house  building. 


19.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 


20 


A.  Discretionary. 


Number  of  applications  received  7 

Number  of  houses  involved  8 

Number  of  applications  approved  7 

Number  of  houses  involved  8 

Number  of  applications  approved  in 

respect  of  owner /occupiers  U 


Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved 
Amount  of  grant  payable  by  Council 
B.  Standard 

Number  of  applications  received 
Number  approved 

Standard  Amenities  -  6  provided 

Owner/occupiers  -  11  approved. 


£527 

£1935 


(Total  cost  of  improve¬ 
ment  only) . 


12 

11 


FOOD. 

Milk 

(a)  Number  of  Registered  Distributors  2 

(b)  Number  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  2 

(other  than  Dairy  Farms) 
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POOD  (Contd) .  - - ‘ - 

(c)  Number  of  Licensed  Dealers  of  Designated  Milk 

(d)  Number  of  supplementary  licenses  issued  to 

distributors  whose  dairy  is  outside  the  area,  9 

Milk  Sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Authority  and  found  satisfactory. 
Ice  Cream. 

(a)  Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture 

and  retail  Nil 

(b)  For  Manufacture  only  Nil 

(c)  For  Retail  only  22 

All  icecream  sold  from  the  local,  retail  premises  is  of  the  pre-packed 
type  and  quite  satisfactory.  Mobile  trading  vans  sell  the  soft  mix  type. 

No  samples  were  taJcen. 

21.  FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  195>5>. 

Two  shopkeepers  were  prosecuted  and  subsequently  convicted  of  selling 
unfit  food  under  Section  8  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955* 

Proceedings  were  also  instituted  against  one  of  the  above  again  for 
selling  unfit  food,  but  were  abandoned  purely  because  of  a  legal  loophole. 

This  is  not  a  record  to  be  proud  of  and  emphasises  the  need  for 
continued  careful  surveillance  and  hea.vier  fines  where  necessary. 


22.  SLAUGHTERHOUSES , 

There  are  none  in  the  District.  Meat  sold  at  the  local  retail 
butchers  is  slaughtered  and  purchased  at  Bristol  or  Nailsea  where  meat 
inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  concerned. 

Premises  inhere  Food  is  prepared. 

There  are  ten  premises  registered  under  Section  l6  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1 955  for  the  preparation  of  Dee  Cream,  Meat  Products,  etc. 


23.  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

The  question  of  atmospheric  pollution,  particularly  concerning  the 
Central  Electricity  Generating  Board's  Power  Station  and  the  Phosphorus 
Factory  of  Messrs.  Albright  &  Wilson  Ltd.,  is  under  constant  review  and 
regular  analyses  from  deposit  gauges  are  made  under  the  supervision  of 
Dr.  G.  V.  James. 

The  Consultative  Committee  of  the  Council  and  Messrs.  Alrbri.ght  & 
Wilson  Ltd.  continues  to  meet  every  four  months  to  discuss  complaints  etc. 
Reasonably  close  liaison  is  also  maintained  with  the  Central  Electricity 
Generating  Board  concerning  its  two  power  stations  in  the  district.  Monthly 
reoorts  are  received  by  the  Council  from  Dr.  G.  V.  James  on  the  analysis 
of  grit  deposit  gauges  and  sulphur  candles  situated  on  3  selected  sites 
in  the  district. 

2h.  AGRICULTURAL  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  km  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956. 

The  five  farms  within  the  district  were  inspected.  Adequate 
sanitary  conveniences  were  provided  in  all  cases. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
year  19 62. 

Part  I  of  the  Act, 


1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
those  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector). 

Premises .  Number  on  Inspections •  Written  Prosecutions. 

Register.  Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sects.  1,2,3,U,&  6  13 

are  enforced  by  L.A. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sect.  lU 
7  is  enforced  by  L.A. 

(iii)  Other  factories  in 
which  Sect.  7  is 
enforced  by  L.A.  7 

(excluding  out¬ 
workers  promises) 

Total  3h 

SWIMMING  POOLS. 

(i)  National  Nautical  School  with  a  daily  seasonal  average  of 
116  bathers. 

(ii)  Battery  Point,  Lake  Grounds,  with  a  daily  seasonal  average  of 
730  and  a  grand  total  of  120,1*67  bathers. 

The  water  from  this  pool  is  a  mixture  of  fresh  and  sea  water  and 
is  treated  by  re -circulation,  filtration  and  chlorination.  Hot 
water  is  provided  by  Albright  and  Wilson,  end  conveyed  in  the 
Council's  Bowser  twice  daily.  No  samples  were  subjected  to 
analysis. 

Infection  and  Public  bathing. 

There  is  much  greater  concentration  of  micro  organisms  and  viruses 
in  a  pool  widely  used  by  a  large  number  of  people,  and  will  depend  on 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  any  one  person  excreting  the  germs  and 
the  susceptibility  of  those  around  him.  Gross  contamination  is  removed 
by  a  shower  before  entering  the  water.  Organisms  are er  . a... ted  from  the 
mouth,  eyes,  ears  and  throat,  urethra  and  anus.  Coughing,  sneezing,  and 
blowing  water  out  of  the  mouth  will  considerably  increase  the  concentra¬ 
tion.  Fungal  and  viral  infections  of  the  feet  are  extremely  common. 
Organisms  are  diluted  by  frequent  changes  of  water  and  filtration,  and 
destroyed  by  effective  disinfecting  with  agents  such  as  chlorine,  and 
this  in  turn  will  be  rendered  more  effective  by  an  optimum  ph  around  8.0. 

It  should  be  obvious  that  anyone  suffering  from  any  infectious  disease, 
sore  throat,  diarrhoea,  conjunctivitis,  or  menstruating,  should  not 
be  allowed  to  enter  a  pool,  and  that  there  should  be  a  maximum  number 
swimming  at  any  one  time. 

Finally,  infectivity  gradually  decreases  from  a  pool  with  recircula¬ 
tion,  to  overflow  filling,  and  best  of  all  in  a  lake  or  the  open  sea. 


18 


-  Nil  - 


16 


-  Nil  - 


12 


-  Nil  - 
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-  Nil  - 
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CONCLUSION. 


The  combined  problems  of  youth  and  old  age  remain  as  a  constant 
reminder  of  our  responsibilities  aid  duties,  and  should  evoke  our 
deeper  feelings  towards  others,  especially  when  they  happen  to  be  close 
relatives. 

In  particular,  I  find  when  dealing  with  the  aged  .and 

infirm,  the  general  public  seem  to  expect  more  and  more  help  from 
welfare  sources,  and  are  prepared  less  and  less  to  shoulder  their  own 
resoonsibility  concerning  ageing  parents. 

Looking  to  the  future,  the  Council  has  provided  in  some  measure 
for  these  people's  needs  by  re-housing  them  in  new  luxurious  bungalows, 
but  the  distant  view  still  falls  short  of  the  ideal. 

Ihe  event  of  illness  or  infirmity  is  a  tangible  and  anticipatory 
thing  considering  their  age  group.  A  glance  at  our  yearly  mortality 
figures  will  show  that  half  those  who  die  yearly  are  over  80,  and 
certainly  a  proportion  of  these  are  in  the  bungalows.  Nothing  less 
than  a  proper  service  which  provides  a  resident  nursing  staff  with 
sick  room  accommodation,  can  be  considered  adequate,  and  there  can  be 
no  suggestion  of  expense,  since  public  funds  should  be  readily 
available. 

Only  in  this  way  can  the  Council  successfully  assume  its  work 
accomplished  in  this  particular  sphere  and  so  prevent  the  constantly 
recurring  crises  that  arise  when  some  unfortunate  ancient  living  alone 
suddenly  becomes  ill,  and  to  prevent  that  rather  gruesome  spectre 
of  having  to  spend  one's  last  few  weeks  on  this  planet  in  the  hygienic 
loneliness  of  a  strange  hospital. 

Delinquency  amongst  our  younger  generation  shows  an  unfortunate, 
but  undeniably  high  ratio  in  our  particular  area,  and  the  standard 
national  pattern  of  adolescent  pregnancy, 

I  cannot  believe  that  any  amount  of  concentrated  welfare  in  whatsoever 
form  will  solve  the  underlying  causes.  Neither  can  a  Police  Force,  no 
matter  how  efficient. 

Recently,  a  Church  dignihoy  was  quoted  as  having  stated  that  the  high 
delinquency  rate  in  his  particular  community  had  its  roots  in  the  tremen¬ 
dous  snobbery  values  endemic  in  that  district.  Personal  thinking  was 
intraverted  in  its  concern  about  immediate  family  problems,  ambitions, 
and  keeping  up  with  the  next-door  neighbours,  to  the  complete  exclusion 
of  any  regard  or  feeling  for  other  people. 

I  would  agree  wholeheartedly  with  this  sentiment,  and  add  that  his 
particular  commodity  of  snobbishness  is  pretty  well  a  National  habit. 

No  amount  of  artificial  bolstering  -  consider  how  narrow  is  the 
cross  section  seen  at  any  Youth  Centre  -  will  rid  us  of  the  very  potent 
evil  in  our  midst,  and  its  extremely  ominous  repercussions  for  the  future. 
One  sees  so  many  sectarian  interests  not  forming  on  integral  part  of  the 
whole,  and  hears  so  very  much  regarding  public  welfare  today  and  its 
universal  theme  cry  of  what  are  they  doing  for  us.  Perhaps  one  day 
we  shall  tackle  these  problems  by  saying  what  am  I  doing  for  them. 

I  would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Clerk  and  the  Housing  Manager 
for  their  kind  assistance  during  the  past  year,  and  the  Chairman ^and  Council 
Members  for  their  support  and  interest  in  my  particular  field  0.1  work. 

Yours  sincerely, 

K.  G.  Collins,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 


M.dical  Officer  of  Health. 
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